‘Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving
Dav Pilkey

Book Description:  

· A class takes a field trip to a turkey farm the day prior to Thanksgiving and end up rescuing the turkeys.
Academic Objective: 

· SSKCG2 - The student will retell stories that illustrate positive character traits and will explain how people in the stories show the qualities of honesty, patriotism, loyalty, courtesy, respect, truth, pride, self-control, moderation and accomplishment.

Brilliant Star Objective: 
· Friends –Students will be able to describe similar friendship traits or actions between people and animals.
Readability Level: 1.4
Essential Question:  How can animals and people be friends?
Activating Strategy:  

· Ask the students what their favorite part of the Thanksgiving meal is? Ask students what is the one food item that most people have on Thanksgiving Day.  Inform students that they will be listening to a story about some children who rescue turkeys from becoming dinner on Thanksgiving Day.
Present: 

· Ask the students the following questions:

· What were the children thinking of as they rode to the farm?

· What did the children find when they reached the farm?

· How did the turkeys greet the children?

· What happened when the children learned that the farmer planned to make the turkeys Thanksgiving dinner? How did they feel?

· Why did the children help the turkeys?

· How did the children help the turkeys?

· How did their Thanksgiving meals change?

· How would you describe the children’s actions (e.g., were they helpful, caring, compassionate).
Guided Practice:  

· Have students create a journal page about a special animal friend. Include in the description a special quality of the animal (e.g., trustworthy, dependable, curious, etc.)
Extend/Refine:
Math

· Provide students with turkey cut-outs with numbers 1-10 printed on the turkeys.

· Provide students with popcorn kernels.

· Have students read the number on the turkey and glue the appropriate number of kernels on the turkey cut-out.
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