The Giving Tree
Shel Silverstein
Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will use the words past, present, and future to explain change.

Academic Objective
· SSKH3 The student will correctly use words and phrases related to chronology and time to explain how things change


g. past, present, future

Brilliant Star Objective
· Friendship: Students will be able to identify and discuss giving and receiving and how to react when giving and receiving.

Essential Question

· How can you use past, present, and future to explain change?

Activating Strategy

· Read The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein. 


Present

1. Discuss the story with the students. Talk about how the tree was a good friend who gave to its friend. Discuss the boy’s reactions.


2. Tell the students the definition of past, present, and future.

3. Ask the students to tell what happened in the past (before the boy was sitting on the tree’s trunk at the end of the story). Ask them to explain how the boy and the tree looked at this time and how they changed throughout the story.

4. Ask the students to tell what they think will happen in the future. Ask them how they think the boy and the tree will look in the future. 

Guided Practice

1. Give the students a white piece of paper and help them to make flip charts.

2. Write past, present, and future on the flip charts.
3. Tell the students to draw a picture of themselves when they were in the previous grade under the past flap. Tell them to draw a picture of themselves now under the present flap. Tell them to draw a picture of the way they think they will look in the future under the future flap.
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