Chrysanthemum 

 Kevin Henkes

Book Description:  

· A young mouse is proud of her name until she is teased at school.  

Academic Objective: 

· SSKCG2  The student will retell stories that illustrate positive character traits and will explain how people in the stories show the qualities of honesty, patriotism, loyalty, courtesy, respect, truth, pride, self-control, moderation and accomplishment.
Brilliant Star Objective: 
· Personal Style  Students will be able to discuss how one’s viewpoint or perspective (e.g. optimism, pessimism, etc.) is one aspect of one’s personal style.

Readability Level: P-2
Essential Question: How do we treat others with respect? 
Activating Strategy: 
· Review concepts discussed while reading the text during a previous shared reading experience.  Introduce the book again by reading the title and author.

Present:  

· Discuss the name of the flower and that many times because parents believe their child is just as special and beautiful as a flower they may even name them after a flower.  Explain to the children that this is what happened to a special little girl that the class will read about.  Her parents named her Chrysanthemum.  Ask the students if they know of anyone whose name is the same as a plant or flower.  If students don’t have responses, share some names that you know including famous people.  Share the title of the book and the author and begin reading.
· Ask students the following questions:

· How did Chrysanthemum feel about her name prior to going to school?

· How did she feel about her name after school?

· Why?

· Why do you think the children teased her? 

· Do you think this showed respect for Chrysanthemum? 

· How did the teacher help Chrysanthemum feel better? 

Guided Practice: 
Engage students in thinking of one or two things about themselves that they really like.  Model this for the students by naming some things that you like about yourself.  Create a class chart with the students’ responses.  Then allow students to write (or dictate) their thoughts on a cut-out of a flower petal.  With the students help, assemble the petals to create flowers for a bulletin board entitled, “Blooming with Good Thoughts.”
Extend/Refine:  

· Students can create more petals of “put-ups” (instead of put-downs) that make others feel good about themselves.  Assemble these petals and include on the class display.
· Give students a math grid with the letters of Chrysanthemum’s name written on the top line of the grid.

· Have students count the number of letters in Chrysanthemum’s name.

· Have students write their name on the second line of the grid.

· Have students count the letters in their name and compare to Chrysanthemum’s.

Additional Resources:  

· Teachers.net  - http://teachers.net/lessons/posts/2344.html
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