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Objectives

· S2L1—Students will investigate the life cycles of different living organisms.
a. determine the sequence of the life cycle of common animals in your area:  a mammal such as a cat or dog or classroom pet, a bird such as a chicken, an amphibian such as a frog, and an insect such as a butterfly.

Brilliant Star Objectives

· Physical:  Students will be able to discuss the relationships between animals of a species and between the animals and nature.

· Physical: Students will be able to identify animal adaptations in regard to nature during the seasons of the year.

Engage

· The teacher will begin the lesson with a KWL chart on the lifecycle of the butterfly.  After completing the KWL chart the teacher will show the students a PowerPoint of the lifecycle of the butterfly available at: (adapted for Kindergarten) http://www.nisd.net/blattman/links/k/research_k/butterfly_k/butterfly_k.htm.  The students and teacher will discuss what they learned and add it to the KWL chart. 

Explore

· The teacher will begin reading the book by completing a picture walk through the book The Very Hungry Caterpillar.
· After completing the picture walk the teacher will begin reading aloud to the students.  

· After reading ask the following questions:
1. What is the problem in the story?

2. Why is the caterpillar so hungry?

3. Why did the caterpillar change into a butterfly?

Explain

· Have students explain the lifecycle of the butterfly.

· Have students make connections to the text (text-to-self, text-to-text, or text-to-world). 

Evaluate

· Observation: Have students draw and label the lifecycle of the butterfly.

· Inference:  Students write a few sentences discussing how the caterpillar changes into a butterfly.

· Inference:  Students will write an informational piece about the lifecycle of the butterfly.

Extend

· Students will explore websites on life cycles

· The teacher and students may purchase butterfly eggs for the students to see the lifecycle of the butterfly.  Available at:  http://www.butterflybushes.com/butterfly_rearing_kits.htm
 http://www.freebutterflyeggs.com/ (These are free!!!!)

· Students will make butterflies from tongue depressors, and paper.  Directions available at:  http://www.hhmi.org/coolscience/butterfly/index.html
Resources for the teacher

· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/butterfly/lifecycle/
· http://bsi.montana.edu/web/kidsbutterfly/life-cycle
· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/butterfly/activities/printouts/lifecycle.shtml (handout for class)

· http://www.butterfly-guide.co.uk/life/index.htm
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