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Objectives


S1L1: Students will investigate the characteristics and basic needs of plants and animals.
a. Compare and describe various animals—appearance, motion, growth, basic needs. 

Brilliant Star Objectives

· Physical: Students will be able to identify animal adaptations in regard to nature during the seasons of the year.

· Physical: Students will be able to discuss the relationships between animals of a species and between the animals and nature.

Engage
· Begin the lesson with a graphic organizer called a Word Splash. On the word splash write the word Owls (use a piece of chart paper). Then ask the students to say words that come to their mind about owls (places they have seen them, how they look/sound/act, where they may live). 
Explore
· The teacher will begin reading the book by completing a picture walk through the book Barn Owl.
· After completing the picture walk the teacher will begin reading aloud to the students. 
· After reading ask the following questions:

1. Why do owls have to hunt?

2. What seasons were mentioned in the story?

3. What types of prey was hunted by the owl?

Explain
· The students and teacher will complete a graphic organizer for important details about owls. (Teacher can use any type of graphic organizer for details such as Cluster/Word Web2. Available at: http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/clusterweb2.pdf#search='details%20graphic%20organizer'

· Have students make connections to the text (text-to-self, text-to-text, or text-to-world). 

Evaluate
· Inference: Students write a list of facts they have learned about owls.

· Observation: Students will draw a picture of an owl and write a paragraph telling about the picture.

· Inference: Students and teacher will discuss the following question: “Why do owls hunt at night?”

Extend

· Students can write an informational piece on owls.

· Read aloud the story Owl Moon by Jane Yolen and have students write a response to literature about this book.

· Allow students to explore websites on owls.

Website for teacher exploration
· www.owlpages.com (lots of great information and pictures)

· http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/birds/info/Owl.shtml (has an owl quiz and print out of an owl)

· http://www.owling.com/index.html (great resource if teacher extends lesson and reads Owl Moon.)
Other Resources for teacher
· Ansberry, K.R & Morgan, E. (2005). Picture-perfect science lessons: Using children’s books to guide inquiry. Mystery pellets, pp. 115-131. Arlington, VA: National Science Teachers Association. (Great lesson plans for this book)
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