Verdi
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Book Description:

· Verdi the snake realizes that he doesn't have to be slow and boring when he gets old and green.

Academic Objective:

· ELA2R3d: Students determine the meaning of unknown words on the basis of context.  

· ELA2R4p: Students use word parts to determine meaning.

Brilliant Star Objective: 
· Spiritual: Students will be able to identify the deep connection to themselves, others, nature, or to a higher power and express a sense of gratitude.

Readability Level: 3.4
Vocabulary: Words that may need to be addressed before instruction: tropical, dawdled, ventured, fidgeting, frantic, gloppy, plummeting, and snickered.

Introduction: Questions to ask before reading: 
· “By looking at the cover, what do you think this story will be about?” 
· “What does the word Verdi mean?” 
· “What happens when we get older?” 
· “How do we change?” 
· “What do you think happens when snakes get older?”

Questions During reading: 
· “What does Verdi like to do in the forest?” 
· “Why doesn’t he want to turn green?” 
· “How do the green snakes feel about Verdi?” 
· “Why do they feel that way?” 
· “What does Verdi discover about his personality?”

Follow-up activities:
1. Students will read other books that show the rainforest.
2. Teachers will read more non-fiction books about snakes and their habitats.
3. Students will use the new vocabulary words in sentences and illustrate.
4. Students and teacher will fill in a Venn diagram comparing the characters, Verdi and the older, green snakes.
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