The Paperboy

Dav Pilkey

Book Description:

· A little boy tells about his daily job as a paperboy.

Academic Objective:

· ELA1R1c: The student demonstrates knowledge of concepts of print. The student demonstrates an understanding that punctuation and capitalization are used in all written sentences.

· ELA1R6f: The student uses a variety of strategies to understand and gain meaning from grade-level text. The student makes connections between texts and/or person experiences.

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Work/Career: Students will be able to discern the need for developing an interest in a particular career and the attitude necessary for sustaining that career. 

Readability Level: 2.9
Vocabulary: wake, deliver, moon, stars, sun, dawn, dew, career, job, occupation

Introduction: Before reading, ask children what time they get up in the morning. Discuss what it looks like outside early in the morning. Have them imagine getting up and going straight to work when everyone else is sleeping. Ask, “Does that sound like a fun job?” Show children a newspaper and pass around certain sections from the newspaper. Lead a discussion regarding things children can learn from reading a newspaper. 

During Reading: Point out the time of day the story takes place. Encourage children to describe, using examples from the story, how they know what time of day it is. Ask, “Why do you think this little boy delivers papers so early in the morning? What does he do with the money?” Discuss the way the boy in the story felt about having his dog for company while doing his job. Have children describe pets they have and how they care for their pets. Ask what their favorite/least favorite things are about their pets.

Follow-Up Activities: 

1. Talk with children about the quiet and stillness of the early morning hours. Describe what children might see when they look up at the sky, what sounds they might hear, what sights they might see. Encourage children to think about what they might do if they were awake during these special hours. Then supply children with paper and paint so they can create pictures of how they imagine these early morning hours to look.
2. Students will write a story about the paperboy.  The students will discuss the character feelings/emotions and will discuss what the paperboy might see during this time of the morning (before dawn). 

3. Have children describe how they spend an average day, from waking up to going to bed. Encourage children to discuss their most and least favorite parts of the day and explain their choices. Talk with children about the ways the light outdoors changes from morning to night, and how the light helps to dictate the kinds of activities we do. See if children can identify the most peaceful, exciting, and tiring parts of their day. Then, have some children illustrate morning activities, others afternoon/during day activities, and remaining children can illustrate activities performed at nighttime. Display illustrations around the room.

4. Connect to a Social Studies lesson.

5. Connect to a Science lesson.
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