16

Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School

Mark Teague

Book Description:

· A dog, Ike, sends letters to his master from obedience school. 
Academic Objectives: 

· ELA2W1 The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student 
· e. Begins to use appropriate formatting conventions for letter writing (e.g., date, salutation, body, closing).

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Moral Character Development:  Given a story or situation in which a choice must be made between acceptable or appropriate behavior and unacceptable or inappropriate behavior, the students will be able to discern the moral dilemma, make a choice, and provide a rationale for that choice. 

Readability Level: 3.6

Vocabulary: spoiled, patient, mistreated, misconceptions retrieve, desperate, melodramatic

Introduction: 
Tell students that you will be reading a story today about a dog that makes some bad choices. Because of his choices to do the wrong thing, his master has sent him to obedience school. Discuss what obedience school is for dogs. Have the students look for ways in which Ike had a choice between doing the right and wrong thing. 

During Reading: 
Read the story to the class. Pause frequently for discussion about Ike’s behavior and the way the story is being told through the letters and newspaper articles. Record on chart paper, on the board, or overhead the different situations Ike faces in one circle and draw two arrows coming from it to two more circles. Have one of the arrows lead to an acceptable choice and one to an unacceptable choice (usually what Ike chooses to do). As the class comes across these situations, pause to discuss what the other option could have been for Ike to choose to do. How would that have impacted the story? 

Follow-Up Activities: 
Students will write Mrs. LaRue a letter with appropriate conventions giving her advice for dealing with Ike or they can write Ike giving him advice of how to behave in the future by making good choices. 
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