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Appendix I
Socratic Circle: Outside Circle
Name:





Date:



Pd.

“Socratic questioning recognizes that questions, not answers, are the driving force in thinking.  Socratic seminars explore ideas, values, and issues drawn from readings or art works chosen for their richness… The goal here is to allow learners to create a community of inquiry for the purpose of making meaning cooperatively.” (Paul Raider, CPDCS)

DIRECTIONS: With the above quote in mind, your assignment today is two-fold:
Section One: Conversation Tracker
DIRECTIONS: On notebook paper, record the conversation by noting the: 
Part I: Character Development

Record conversation on character development by paying attention to:

A. How are characters described at the beginning of the text? What can be inferred from these initial descriptions?

B. How do characters change throughout the text?

C. Do the characters actually change or do our perceptions of them change?

Part II: Morality

A. Which characters are the “good guys”? How does Steinbeck tell us that?

B. Who is the most sympathetic character in the text: George, Lennie, Curley’s wife, or Crooks? Why? How does Steinbeck develop pathos in the reader for each of these characters?

C. Is George justified in doing what he does at the end of the text?

Part III: Theme/Meaning

Record conversation on meaning or universal themes found in the text, paying special attention to:

A. What symbols/metaphors lead to an overall meaning in the text?

B. What meaning could this text have in the real world? What truth is Steinbeck attempting to relate?

Other
Record any other pertinent conversation dealing with the text. You do not have to write everything said, however.
My Questions/Thoughts/Assertions
As the conversation progresses, record your own thoughts and questions for later discussion. Be sure, however, not to be so absorbed in your own thoughts you miss those of your classmates.

Section Two: Participant Assessment

1) Write one comment that stood out to you for some reason. What was your reaction to it? What was it about this comment that struck you?

2) What information do you think needed to be discussed but wasn’t?

3) Which participants were obviously prepared to speak? Which seemed lost in the initial conversation? Explain how you came to these decisions.

4) Which participants seemed like the best listeners? How could you tell?

5) Did any participants attempt to dominate the conversation? Did anyone barrel past someone else’s opinion without stopping to discuss it so they could make their own assertion?

6) Who was the circle’s “all-star”? (In your opinion, who did all of the previous things well?) Explain.
7) Who was the circle’s “goat”? (In your opinion, who still doesn’t grasp both/either the concept of the poem and/or the concept of the Socratic Circle?) Explain.
