Alexander, the Terrible, Horrible, Not Good Very Bad Day

Judith Viorst

Book Description:

· Alexander is having a horrible day and nothing goes his way.  He is thinking about moving to Australia because he believes everything is better there.  

Academic Objective:
· SS1G3 The student will locate major topographical features of the earth’s surface.
a. 
Locate all of the continents: North America, South America, Africa, Europe, Asia, Antarctica, and Australia.
Brilliant Star Objective:

· Perceiving-Students will be able to put into perspective bad things that happen and discuss how they get through difficult situations including the identification of alternative reactions and actions to make the situation better. 

Readability Level: 3.4

Vocabulary: Terrible, Horrible, Australia, Continent

Introduction:

After reading the story, discuss what a continent is and how this relates to Australia. Begin discussing that our world is divided into seven continents.  Show the seven continents on a map and label Alexander on Australia.  Label the class on North America.  Begin to teach the continent cheer. 
· (clap out the syllables in North America and South America)
· Snap to the left Europe. (2 snaps) 

· Snap to the right Asia. (2 snaps)

· Slap your left leg Africa. (3 slaps)

· Slap your right leg Australia. (3 slaps)

· Lean over and say Oooppss….

· Yell- Australia!!!!!

Repeat 3 times!!!!

Follow-Up Activities:
· Have students fill in a flat world map writing in the continents.

Additional Resources:
· http://www.mapkids.org
· 

 HYPERLINK "http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Games/GeographyGames/Geospy" 

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Games/GeographyGames/Geospy
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