The Giving Tree
Shel Silverstein
Academic Objectives:

· S2CS1 – Students will be aware of the importance of curiosity, honesty, openness, and skepticism in science and will exhibit these traits in their own efforts to understand how the world works.

· S2E3 – Students will observe and record changes in their surroundings and infer the causes of the changes.
a.  
Recognize effects that occur in a specific area caused by weather, plants, animals and or people.

Brilliant Star Objective:

· Cognitive: Students will be able to identify the conflicts of man (man vs. man, man vs. nature, man vs. self) and ways to settle the conflicts.
· SocioCultural: Students will be able to describe the importance of taking care of the environment and the earth. Students will discuss ways they can help take care of the environment (beginning as small as the school). 
Engage
· Begin the lesson with a graphic organizer called a Word Splash. On the word splash write the word tree (use a piece of chart paper). Then ask the students to say words that come to their mind about trees. 

Explore
· The teacher will begin reading the book by completing a picture walk through the book The Giving Tree.
· After completing the picture walk the teacher will begin reading aloud to the students. 

Explain
· The students and teacher will complete a graphic organizer for important details about trees.   (Teacher can use any type of graphic organizer for details such as Cluster/Word Web2. Available at: http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/clusterweb2.pdf#search='details%20graphic%20organizer'

· Have students make connections to the text (text-to-self, text-to-text, or text-to-world). 

Evaluate
· Inference: Students write a list of facts they have learned about trees.
· Observation: Students will draw a picture of a forest and list the products that we get from trees
· Inference: Students and teacher will discuss the following question: “What if the trees are gone?
Extend

· Allow students to plant a tree in the school yard.
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