The Hello, Goodbye Window

Norton Juster

Book Description:

· A little girl tells about a special kitchen window at her grandparent’s house.  
Academic Objectives: 

· ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student 
· d. Recalls explicit facts and infers implicit facts.

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Family: Students will be able to describe important family relationships and the emotions families share. 

Readability Level: 3.4

Vocabulary: barrel, frighten, harmonica, reflections, specialty

Introduction: 
Tell the students that they will be reading a story today about a little girl and her grandparents.  The little girl has a very special relationship with her grandparents. Invite the students to share about their own grandparents. Explain that sometimes in stories the author will tell the reader specific details and other times the reader has to act like a detective and figure it out. For example, if the author told you that the little girl clapped her hands when she was told she could go to the park, you would know that the little girl likes to play outside and enjoys the park. Tell the students that while reading today, they will be trying to figure out things about the characters in the story that the author doesn’t tell the readers exactly.

During Reading: 
Read the story to the class. Before each new section, give the students something to look for that they have to “figure out” or infer from the reading. Record the information that is inferred on chart paper or on the board. At the end of the story, discuss these bits of information with the students and ask how they help you understand the story. Were you able to learn more and understand more about the story by inferring?

Follow-Up Activities: 
Students will construct a personal family tree with at least three generations. Students can be encouraged to bring in photos of the family members to place on their family tree. Display the finished projects and encourage discussion of diversity and uniqueness among the families. Students should also write a paragraph describing their family and what makes them special. 
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