The Story of Ruby Bridges
Robert Coles

Book description:
Ruby Bridges demonstrates strength of character and a strong relationship with God when faced with great tribulation in 1960.
Academic Standards:
· ELA6R1a:  Identifies and analyzes the elements of setting, characterization, and conflict in plot.
· ELA6R1d:  Relates a literary work to information about its setting (historically or culturally).

· ELA6R1g:  Applies knowledge of the concept that theme refers to the message either implied or stated, that the author wants us to derive from a selection.

Brilliant Star Objectives:
· Social-Students will be able to identify society views in 1960 compared to 2007.
· Cultural-Students will be able to study cultural differences of Ruby Bridges and the student’s culture.

· Spiritual-The student will be able to analyze what gave the character currage.

Readability Level: 5.8

Vocabulary: Spirit, credit, marshal, anxious, prayer

During reading:
1. Why did Ruby’s family have to move from their hometown?  Why couldn’t her father get a job there?

2. Why did Ruby’s family attend church?  Why did her parents feel that this was so important?

3. Why couldn’t white and black children attend school together?

4. Why did Ruby’s family pray?  Why was prayer important?

5. How did the people feel about Ruby being in a white school?

6. How do people feel about white and black students attending schools together in 2007?

7. Why didn’t the local and city police protect Ruby?

8. Why didn’t other students attend school with Ruby?

9. Describe how you think Ruby might have felt in school in 1960.

10.   Explain why Ruby’s prayer is so important?

11. How was Ruby’s character different that the mob’s character.

12. Why was Ruby able to stay so calm and be so patient and understanding?

Follow up activities:
1. After reading this story, instruct students to draw a T chart on paper.  In small groups ask students to list on the left society views in 1960 and on the right list society views in 2007.
2. Ask students to talk in small groups about cultural differences within their group.  Ex.  What types of foods do you eat?  What religion do you practice?  Are you from a large city and if so, where?  Ask students to write a short paragraph explaining the cultural differences that we have in our society.  Ask students to include a description of why Ruby’s culture wasn’t accepted in society in 1960.

3. Use the following graphic organizer to allow students to understand why Ruby was courageous.
http://www.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/teachers/org-topic3ideas.pdf
Write Ruby was courageous in the topic box.  In the three boxes on the right, ask students to find information in the story that supports why they believe Ruby was courageous.

Additional Resources:
· Peaceful Words: from the Character Through The Arts Project
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