Stone Soup

Jon J. Muth

Book Description:
· Three monks teach a village to trust and work together again. 
Academic Objectives: 
· ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student 
· e. Summarizes text content.
Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Perceiving: Students will be able to put into perspective bad things that happen and discuss how they get through difficult situations including the identification of alternative reactions and actions to make the situation better. 

Readability Level: 3.6

Vocabulary: famine, weary, suspicious, merchant

Introduction: 
Tell the students that you will be reading them a story today about a village or town that has been through some rough times. Discuss the terms famine, war, and flood and how those events would impact people. Explain to the students that these villagers have become untrusting because of these events and a couple of monks are going to visit the town and maybe help them. While reading the story, have the students focus on summarizing. Explain that stopping periodically while reading and telling yourself what you’ve just read is one way to make sure you understand the story. Students should have paper to record their summaries and the teacher should have a chart paper, overhead, or board to post on. Remind the students that a summary should also have the events in order that they happen in the story. 

During Reading: 
Read the story to the class. At first the teacher should mainly be the one stopping and summarizing at the end of the pages and recording, but slowly the students will gain responsibility through group sharing then individual recording on their papers. Also while reading, focus the students’ attention on how the villagers’ behavior is changing. When finished compile all of the individual page summaries together to make one summary of the book, share, and discuss. Then ask questions similar to the following: “What were the villagers like before the monks came?” “What were they like after the monks?” “Why do you think their behavior changed?” “Did the fact that they had been through all the bad things change?” Focus on the fact that the villagers chose to make their situation better by working together and enjoying each other and not dwelling on the bad that has happened to their village. 

Follow-Up Activities: 
Divide the story into parts and have students work together to recreate the story. Students will summarize their part of the story and illustrate it. When all is finished, put all of the pieces of the story together and make a class book. 
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