Leo, the Late Bloomer

Robert Kraus

Book Description:
· Leo isn't reading, writing, drawing or speaking; father is concerned; mother knows that he will do it when ready.

Academic Objectives:
· ELAKR6g – The student gains meaning from orally presented text.  The student connects life experiences to read-aloud text.

· ELAKW1d – The student begins to understand the principles of writing.  The student uses left-to-right pattern of writing.

· ELAKW1e – The student begins to understand the principles of writing.  The student begins to use capitalization at the beginning of sentences and punctuation at the end of sentences.

Brilliant Star Objective:

· Personal Style: Students will be able to identify and accept differences in abilities of other people. Students will be able to describe important similarities and differences among people.
Readability Level: 1.9
Vocabulary:  couldn’t; budded; sloppy; patience; wasn’t

Introduction: Ask questions such as “What do you think it means to be a ‘late bloomer?’ Discuss with students that everyone grows and learns at a different pace.  That is what makes each of us unique and special.

During Reading: 
· p 7 - How do you think Leo felt when he couldn’t read, write, etc. when the others could?

· p 12-13 - How did Leo’s dad feel because Leo couldn’t do these thing when the others could?

· At the end - How do you think Leo and his dad felt when he finally bloomed and could do the things the others could do?

Follow-Up Activities: 

1. Plant several butterbean seeds, and document when each plant sprouts through the ground, buds, and grows bean pods.  Discuss the difference in the growth rate of each plant.  Tie that back to the different learning rates/growth rates of students in your classroom.

2. Have students learn their phone numbers.  Document how many days it takes for each student to learn his/her phone number.  Discuss that this doesn’t mean that any student is smarter than the others, just that we all learn at different rates.

3. Have students write about a time when they couldn’t do something that others could do, and tell how that made them feel.  Also, tell how they felt once they finally could do the task.

4. Have students write a book on journal/art paper (half lined/half unlined for drawing).  Title the book: “I am special because.”  Each page should have a picture and a statement of something that makes the child special.  
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