John Philip Duck

Patricia Polacco

Book Description:

· A boy from a small farm trains his pet duck to do tricks in the fountain of a hotel he worked at during the depression and ends up becoming the Duckmaster of the Peabody Hotel.

Academic Objectives: 

· ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student

· k. Identifies and infers cause-and-effect relationships.

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Conation/Volition:

· Self-reflection: Students will be able to discern how perseverance and determination help one to achieve goals in a specific situation. 

Readability Level: 4.3

Vocabulary: depression, wonder, formation, ventured, bellman, valet, splendid

Introduction: 
Explain to the students that they will be listening to a story about a boy who worked hard in order to reach a goal. Ask the students what a goal is and discuss. Ask if it is always easy to reach a goal. What do you have to do in order to reach a hard goal? Explain that in order to reach a goal a person has to work hard and never give up. Briefly introduce more of the story. Tell the students that as you are reading the book, everyone will be looking for what the little boy has to do to reach his goals. Tie in with cause and effect. Show students a diagram with circles labeled goals/effects with arrows to the circles labeled causes.

During Reading: 
Teacher reads the story to the students. Pause throughout the story to share thinking, focusing on what the little boy wants to do and what he has to do to reach that goal. Invite students to discuss and record causes and goals/effects on the class chart.  At the end of the story, discuss story with students and how the little boy reached his goals. 

Follow-Up Activities: 

Students will use a cause and effect/goal graphic organizer similar to the one on chart paper to chart out what they will need to do to reach a personal goal. Students will then write an informative paragraph describing their goal and the steps needed to reach that goal. Allow students to share their paragraphs with the class. 
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