Elmer

David McKee

Book Description:

· Elmer, a patchwork elephant, is jovial; when he thinks others are making fun of him, he only wants to fit in.

Academic Objectives:

· ELA1R6: The student uses a variety of strategies to understand and gain meaning from grade-level text. The student

c. Asks and answers questions about essential narrative elements (e.g. beginning-middle-end). 
Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Personal Style: Students will be able to describe how differences among people create unique personalities.

Readability Level: 3.2

Vocabulary: unique, personality, jovial, herd, special

Introduction: Before reading, ask children:

· Do you think Elmer is beautiful? Why or why not? 
· Describe what they would want to look like if they were an elephant. 

· Have children look around at each other. Point out that every student looks different and acts different. They have different personalities. 
During Reading: Ask children:

· What do the other elephants in the herd like about Elmer. Have children name people they know who act like Elmer. Discuss why Elmer wants to change his appearance.
· Who helps Elmer believe that he was special just the way he was? 

· What do you especially like about Elmer?

Follow-Up Activities: 

1. 
Create a T-chart with the heading Beginning, Middle, and End. Have the children describe how Elmer looked at the beginning of the story. Then have them describe what he did regarding his appearance in the middle of the book. Lastly, have students describe Elmer’s appearance at the end of the story. 
2. 
Have children write a short narrative with the title “I am different from __________”. They may choose a student from the class and write about what is different between the two of them. For example, I have brown hair. She has black hair. I have blue eyes. She has brown eyes. Allow children to share their writing with the class.

3. Give children a copy of an elephant. Have the children decorate/color/paint their own beautiful Elmer.
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